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The One Hundredth Birthday of
the Philosopher.

Celcbration Generally Throughout
the Country,

Unveiling of the Bust at the

Central Park.

ORATION BY DR. FRANCIS LIEBER.

Processions, Banquet and Speeches
in this City.

e L LION Sptetes

EXTENSIVE ~ OBSERVANCES IN  BOSTON.

Eulogistic Address by Professor

Agaasiz,

IN T:iIis CITY.

Extent of the Observances—Eecorations
in the City and on the Nbhipping—
Leading Featares of the Celebration.

The centennial of the birth of tho great
man of gcicnee, whose fame no nation can elaim,
but whose memory our more demmonstrative

German fellow-citizens are naturally foremost in

publicly honoring, wuas celebrated in this City

yesterday by a grand procession in the morning,
followed by the unvailing of the stutue of HuM-

BOLDT at the Central Park, with appropriate cer-

emonles, in the afternoon, and by a torchlight

procession and dinner in the evening. The ad-
mirahle arrangements of the Counnitteo charged
with thie conduet of the wholo affair were car-
ried out promptly and with exactness, The pa-
rade in the worning was an imposing one, and
that in the evening still more so. Many whose
occupations prevented them from joining in the

demoustration in  the daytime were at
Uberty to swell the ranks of the toreh-
light procession, which took plues after
working  hours, The  c¢xercises at  the

Central Park were witnessed by an immenso
throng. The weather wus delighttul. It was g
day on wiueh any pretext mizghi have been gladly
seized for visiting the pleasant pastures provided
for the people. It was i peculiarly propitions
one for the eeeasion which brousht thewm togeth-
er in such large nunbers in the vicinity of the
Beholers® Gate. A full acconnt of the seenes and
ceremoties there amnd elsewhere is given below.,
Althongh thoese who nuirehed in the processions,
and a majoriy of those who gathered at the
Coutral Parxk to gaze for the tirst time upon the
represeniation in brouze of the features ot fuM-
BOLDT, were Germans, the occasion was one of
Interest to all viasses of our citizens, albeit they
had « ditferent way  of showing it from
the immediate conntryimen of the savant. Civie
processious in this country, except in commnerio-
ration of some great event of national siguifl-
cance, are of vare oceurvenee. The memory of
the great men who have marched to vietory over
the bloodless paths of seicnes and literature is
Eept green in the hearts of our peonle, wherever
the great scholars' books ave read or their works
made manitest, without pubiic deinonstrations
of tnis character, Butb the manner in which a
man like HuMbBoLDT should be remembered
among usis a subject ot little comparative im-
portance, lle hagleft g own monumen:s be-
hind hitn—the works in which are mseribed his
own imperishable records; and cyverywhere by
these his genius is commmemorated unto all men

for all titne.
———— .

The Procession to the Park,

Many of the houses on the streets through
which the procession was to pars, nnd those gen-
erally in which tae Germaus ehietfiy dwell on the
eastern side of the town, were gaily degorated
with flaygs of the United States and of I'atherland.
On gome of the dwellings were transparencies on
which were painted portraits of HiMBOLDT, and
from the windows of others depended festoons of
varie-colored Chinese lanterns. The transparen-
oles and the lanterns were lighited up tu the even-
ing, presenting a fine effect. In Avenue A and
the Bowory the houses were most lavishly deco-
rated, At the corner of Houston-street and
the Bowery a flne portrait of HHUMBOLDT was ex-
bibited, and at the Steuben House was another,
with numerous inseriptions in German, and the
name ‘‘ Minerva” in large letters. The ship-
ping in the harbor was hright with bunting, On
the City Hall, besides the mnational and
municipal banners, was displayed in front of
the balcony one bearing this inseription :
# 1760—ITUuMBOLDT—1869," Flags were waving
gaily on the public buildings generally, and the
City secmed to be in holiday dress; 8o wore the
orowds that early in the day thronged the route
that the procession was to talke, especially in
what may be denominated the German quarter
of the City on the east side. The various socie-
ties that were to have a place in the proeession
marched to their places of rendezvous with ban-
ners streaming and musie floating in the breezes
of the morning, and by 11 o’clock all was in read-
iness, and the co'umn moved over the desio-
nated route in the following crder :

Graud Marsbhal, Brigadier-General Lovis Bug-
aBr and Aid, Colonel Lux,

Bection of Poliee, followed by onen harouches,
eontaining the Executive Committee of the Huw-
boldt Festival,

First Division—Band; Marshal, Colonel
Benwarz and Aids; Now-York Schillerbund,
with flags and banners, 300 men ; Getman Demno-
oratic Union General Comuittec; a Suvciety of
Bwiss residents,

Becond Division—Band; Marshal, Colonel Ux-
HEBANNT and Aids; Company of Cadets; the
German independent schools, 400 boys; German
Cigar-izakors’ Uniou, No. 90, 500 wetmbers,

Third Division—Band ; Marshal, Coloncl ApaM
BENGEs and Aids; the Turners of New-York,
Brooklyn and Jersey City; German veteraus of
the war, with battle flags.

Thero were ten bands of music 1n the line, and
hundreds of elegant bauners. The men marehed
four abreast, and the display, though not a very
large one, was altogether vory creditable, There
weore between 2,000 and 3,000 men in the proces-
sion, Marching down the Bowery, through
Canal-street and up Broadway to Umon-square,
the column was there dismissed temporarily, the
societies that composed it taking cars by differ-
ent routes and proceeding to the Central Park.

———
At the Park—Unyeiling the Bust,

Loug before the time announced for the be-
ginmng of the ceremonies at the Park anim-
mense throng of people had gathered in the
vicinlly of the Scholars’ Gate, Fifth-avenue and
Fifty-ninth-strect, anxiously awaiting the exer-
owges of the occasion. The cars arriving by the
verious street railzoad routes brought constant
additions of old and young to this multitude, so
that whon the hourof 2 o’clock arrived thero were
not less than 25,000 persons, two-thirds of whom
wore Germans, in attendanco on the ceremonies.
Bhortly before this hour the procession of socie-
ties retormed in Fifty-ninth-strect, the right
resting on Iifth-avenue, and soon after marched

nto the Park. The bust is of bronze, and stands
pot far from the entrance through the
Beholars’ Gate on the left hand side. It rests
on a square pillar of granite, and has a total
beight of twelve feet from the ground. Tt is
about three times the size of Jife and nresanta a

most attractive appearance. In frout it bears
the inscription, *ALEX. voN HUMPOLDT,” and on
ono side the name of the artist, * GusT. BLAE-
8ER—fecit, 1869,” and on tho other the names of
tho makers, “ GEORG HOWALDT & SOHN, geg.
Braunschweig, 1869.” It was, of courso, vailed
yesterday, until the time for its formal uncover-
ing arrived. On eithor side of the bust a plat-
form was crected, covered with o lnrge awning,
and hung around with bunting (tho American
and German flags ontertwined.) Small Amer-
can flags also decorated the front and sides of
these platforms. The omeon the right was re-
served to the spoakers, the Committeo of Ar-
rangements, and the 1nvited guests, and the
other was approprated to the reporters. Among
the prominent gentlomen present were C. E. DET-
MOLD, Eaq., Chairman of the Committee, Pro-
fessor Traxcis LeIBER, Professor R. OcbeN
DorrMus, Rev. Dr. Jos. P. THOMPSON, repre-
sentative from the American Geographical and
Statistical Socicty, Rev. O. B, FROTHINGIIAM,
Comptroller GrReEN of tho Central Park Com-
mission, and many promivent German mer-
chants, The varfous singing societies having
flled fnfo the Park took placesin front of tho
bust, the flags of those organizations being
grouped together on the left of the orchestra,
which was seated in front of the northernmost
platform,

At 2 o’clock the assemblage waa called to order
by . E. DeTsorb, Chairmanof the Humboldt
Monument Asgociation, and after the orchestra
had performed the overture to ** Oberon,” he for-
mally presented the monnment to the Commis-
gioners, and addressed tho audience as follows:

THE PRESENTATION ADDRESS,

FrLrow-ciTizexs : The desire to honor and
perpetnate the memory of thoge who, by their
gening and virfues have shed histre upon the
pith of humanity, is oue of the most ennobling
nopulses of our nature. It was in obedience to
tlus dietate that a number of citizens of Now-
York, native and adoptedd, associnted themselves
for the purposce of celebrating the esntennial an-
niversary of the birth of ALEXANDER voN HUM-
BOLDT, by evecting a monument to him in this
Pork, whereby to testidy thelr respeet for tho
man, as  well as to  transmit to  future
generations o faithful  representation  of
his  benign and intellectual features, The
century that has olapsed since the birth of
HuMBOLDT almost coineldes with the flest cen-
tury of American independenee, and is marked
by greater materinl, moral and intellectunl
progress than any preeeding one in the world’s
history. That this is duce in a great measure to
the influence of the free institutions of this
eountry, of which HoMBOLDT was a most enrn-
est and  consistent  trend  and  admirer,
cannot  he  demed.  Thers was o two-
fold ypropricty, therefore, that the eitizens
of  Awmeriea  should ecommemorate the oc-
casion by an enduring monument.  The proposi-
tion et with the prompt and cordial approval
of the Cowmnissioners of the Central Park, and
their enlightened Comptrolier, who, with a ehar-
actoristice nee senso of the tituess of things, has
assigned Lhis approvrinte and conspicttons place,
near the * Scholars’ Gute,” for the recoption of
the eolossal bust of ITrsmpoLbr, which we bave
this day assembled to unvail and to ingugorite
with becoming ceremonies. 1 leave to others

mere  able  and  eloquent  the  pleasant
tisk  of dwelling at large upon the high

claims which HuMBoLDT has upon the love and
adnuration of the eitizens of America in coummon
with the rest of the civilized world, and coutent
mysell with now performing the closing part of
my dutics in connection with this oecasion to
formally askirg of you, Mr, Compirolicer, of the
Central Park Connntssion, on behalf of the sub-
seribers, the aeeeptance of this bust of Itum-
BOLDT as the pertnanent property of the Park.
It was made expressly for (his oceasion by that
eminent artist, Professor GUSTAVE BLAESER, of
Berlin, and us a true likeness of HumBoLbT, a8
well a3 anoble work of are, it will not be mmeng
the least attractive featwies of this beautitul
Purk.

Messrs, Frub., Keenxe, Consul at this port for
the North German Coundederation, and WinLiam
AUFERMANN thien unvailed the statue, which was
sithtited with cheers nd three straing by the or-
chestra,

COMPTROLLER GREEN'S SPEECH OF ACCEITANCE,

ANpreEw IL drpes, Bsq., Couptroller of e
Central Park, replied as fotlows:

MR, PRESIDENT OF THE HUMBOLDT Moxt-
MENT A~=OCIATION S The Commizstoners of the
Park reecive with espeeial satisiaetion the memo-
rial to HUMBOLDT, bow presented throich you hy
that Assoetation,  The City of New-York, the
metropolis of the continent, at the same time
ewinently a cosmopohitan city, numbers among
ber citizens those ot many languages and races.
Indecd, a very large and much respected and
honored portion of the whole people are of the
Iand upon which the illustrious man whom we
meet to honor fivst opened his eyes, one hundved
years ago. In the construction and condocet of
the Park, the Commissioners have endeayv-
ored  to o refleet and  represent  this per-
varimg  broad  and  eatholie,  cosmuopolitin
sentiaent of her people. All men, of all
ciimes and tongues, tind here a cordinl welcome;
ati, in the pastimes of the ehildren, m the
straing of the musice, in the birds, in the trees and
flowers, each, as be wanders through this pinco
of popular amusement, will fiud sugyestions
that eall back sweet memories of the hours of
bis childhiGod, and make b feel thit, thongn o
new-coter, hie 18 no stragger. The gates ot the
Park, to one of which you have made aliusion,
the Commissioners, discarding hackneyed sys-
tems, have cndeavored  to chinacterize hy
generalizing varvious  industries  of  avilized
communitics, both intellectnal  and  physi-
cal, and  to represent  them inoa o group
unlieating the  principal  entrance-ways  to-
ward the present City. The vecupations of
the artisun, the artist, tho merchant amd thoe
scholar will be duly represented, and other gates
will gratetuily acknovledge the intimete reta-
tions and dependence of the Ciky upon the suce.
cesstul individuits in the various pursuits and
ovccupations of every part of our Unton of States,
thus affording, as oviginally intended, ample
seope and field for the most reflned artistie illus-
trittion, At the Scholars’ Gate, that in its deco-
rition is to represent, in approprinto forms, the

intcllectual  operations  of  all cvilized com-
munities, the poet, the teacher, the states-
maun, the lawyer, the physicinn, the au-

thor, the editor and the man of scicuee, tho
Comamssioners of the Park are happy to-day to
be able 80 tily to inaugurate the oxceuation of
this symmetrical arrangement, by tho cstab
lishment of the memorial of one who wus 80 emi-
nently the student of the universe, and whose
loity fawe and name are worthy of the highest
wmethods of artistic expression,  They accept the
work you present, and checrfully give it an
honored place iu the people's grounds, to stand
for all time a8 an appreciative sign of the respect,
that 13 rendered to one whose yeirs were spent
in labors, the benetits of which are not confined
to the lnud chat gave him birth, but are as wide-
spread and wmversal as the beunteous nature
W nose sebolar and student he was,

The various socicties present then sang thoe
chorus, O Isis aud Oziris” fromr MozArt's
“ Magic Flute.”

ADDEESS OF PROFESSOR LIEBER,

Professor FRAXCIS LiEBoz wias then intro-
dunced by the President, aud addressed the as-
semblage in German, Tho following is a trang-
lation of a portion of his address:

Mr. PRESIDENT AND GENTLEMEN: The beauti-
tud bust has been unvailed, aud now displays the
noble features of the great man whose Lurfly, aue
hundred years ago, we celebrate thisday., Thres
spots on this glohe are preéminently fit and enti-
tled to ereet @ monument to ALEXANDER Ly M-
BoLbT. Derling his hirthplace, and where he
passed the largest portion of his laborious hifo;
Parig, which he considered ahinost as mueh his
own as Berling and this Park, which the people
have royally laid out for themselves, Itisihe
fairest portion of this international town—the
foremost City of the country he loved &o well, of
the whole continont, tho fleld of his glory.
IIUuMBoLDT, though a German in the linea-
ments  of  his character and talents, was
of all modern men tho one whoso endeavors,
aspirations and fame were least limited by na-
tional demareations, If we talko the ~word
Catholic in a sense agreeablo to its etymology,
hie was the most catholic man in modern times,
Europe, Asia and America were equally his by
visit and discovery., He wroto scientifie dis-
serfations with equal safisfaction in German,
French and Spanish, New-York is far tho most
international, or, as the Greeks would have ox-
pressed it, all-national place in the world, where
Asiaties, Africans and Europeans meet, travel-
ing eastward: or westward,  This is the fitnoss,
real and symbolical, of the place where we now
stand, for the monumental image of ALEXANDER
Humpol.DT—a #itness which will be incroased by
the proposed mugenm of natural history to bo
established in {ondor building, in former times
an arsenal of the United States, A German col-
lectlon of great value has already been pur-
chased for this purpose, by means furnished by
hiberul citizens of ours, and the traveler, BICK-
MORE, the pupil of AGAssIz, the follower of Hux-
BOLDT, will bo the Qirector of this collection.

HumpoLDT 18 one of the magnates in the his-
tory of our raco; and as this race gproads fur-
ther and further over the globe, s0 he will bo 2
magnate in tho truly universal higtory of our
kind—in the history of progress, whioh, like tho
rays of the sun, sprends as 1t rises and advances,
He is not one of those men, the rise
of whose name only keeps rage with the sweup-
ing harm thoy inflict, because their own nawme is

thair amn abiasck HIMROLDD waa o fauntnnota
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man; he was grbat, he was kind, liberal in every
way, laborious, of vivid perception, a man
of the highest culture and of weasthotlio
taste. After having elaborated this point
congiderably, the professor weut on to say that:
When HUMBOLDT must have been much beyond 70
years of ago, ho was soen willing, like any of the
Berlin students in the lecture-room of tho goog-
rapher RITTER, to learn geography anew, and
almost to his d{ing day, in the ninotioth year of
hig lifo, he studied, wrote and taught. His
health must have been marvelous, He worked
and enjoyed his social intercourse hiterally night
and day. Ithas been saild, * Modern majesty is
work.,” That majesty sat on hig brow indeed.
HomBoLDT wasa far harder-working man than
any with hammer in hand, or behind the plow.
Inthe year 1844, when hie had reached, there-
fore, tho age of 76 years, he told the speaker at
Potisdam that he was engaged in a work which
he intendod to call Cosmos ; that lic was obliged
chiefly to writo at night, for in the morning he
studied and arranged materials, or recelved
vigitors, and in the evening he was expected to
be with the King from 9o’clock to about 11,
After his retnrn from the King he was engaged
in writing until 1 or 2, and even 3 o’cloek. Would
not the Greek philosopher, reticent of gratula-
tion, have pronounced him fortunate? IHe was
fortunate, hut, happily, not a child of fortune. Ho
was a man of utmost simplicity, and he was great.
IIe was most amiable and helptul, even to the
youngest and those who wers lenst_conneeted
withthini, HHuMporLpT was liberal., No one has
ever heard tfrom his lips any indication from
which it might be surmised that he shared in
that  supercilousness  with  which  modem
naturalists not untrequently look upon other
seiencos and branches of knowledge. On tho
contrary, he took the deepest intorest in human
soclety, and all the branches which treat of mon
us social belngs,  Ie never foll, so far as T know,
iito tho grievous error of considering Matter,
Space, Foreo and Time of superfor importance to
Mind, Soeiety, Right and Goodness, Although
it has been stated by high authority that the
works of HUMBOLDT show #o overy ono who can
“read hetween the lines” an endeavor to pre-
sent Nature in her totality unconnected with
wan, I cannot otherwise than state here that, on
the coutrary, it has ever appeared tome that this
great man, studying Nature in her details, and
hecoming  what BAcoN ealls hor inferproting
riest, elevates himself to those heights whenee

o can talo u comprehensive view of her in con-
nection with Man and the movoments of soclety;
with language, economy and oxchange, fnstitu-
tions and architecture, which is to man almost
like tho nidifying mstinet to the bird. IHum-
BOLDT'S tendeney in this respeet seems in its
splioro not wholly dissimiler to the view which
his friond RITTER takes of geography in connee-
tion with history, And do wo not all know with
what interest und eritieal skill ho pursued his-
torieal questionst HuMBOLDT did not only view
Nuture in hor totallty as she i8; he dud not only
seireh hor own history which has made hor pro-
Kressively that whicl she I8, (for the coneeption
of suecessive geologic eras 18 his;) but the his-
tory of man's lmowled&re of nature, the develop-
ment of discoveriesand the growth of geography,
had ap ogual cnarm for hisfinointollect. I theso
researches he showed the true spirit of the his-
torian, for whom no detail Is too sinall, and whoso
comprehonsive mind allows no detail to lead
luin to historicnl trifting, Let us presont him to
ourselves at one time ag standing on the Andes,
or his mind soaring in high circles liko u sailing
engrio; at another time teacing, with ant-like in-
dustry, the beautiful name of our continent to
tho German schoolimaster that invented and first
proposed it. Husmporpr, it wonld seem, conld
hardly be oxpected to stand in a different rela-
tion to the natural sciences, Ile was, with all
his erudition ana the grandeur of hiy knowledge,
cnunently a social man, In politics ho stmply
yet openly voted at the baliot-box agminst tho
Admintstration, although he was at the same
timo an oflicer of the Court of FrRepeRIc Wi~
LIaM IV, Inhis simplicity and genial warmth
he did what many a bold man would have hesi-
tated to do, I was present as a young and
wilent listener, when at Rome, immc(ll‘nt(\ly after
the Congress of Verona, the King of Prussia,
Hesporor and NigBuitR - conversed on  the
uflairs of the day, and when the last-mentioned
spoke in no thittering terms of  the  political
views and autecedents of Araso, who, it is
well-known, was o very advanced republican of
the Gallican sehool, an uncompromising Freneh
Demoerats FrEDeRICK WILLIAM 1V, simply
eschewed republicanisin:  yet when NiERCHR
had finished, HuMporLpr said, with a sweethess
which I vividly remember, ¢ Still, this monster
Is the dearest friend I have i France,” Ho
lived when Vorrame died, nnd must have grown
up with many Freneh ddeas floating aronnd
Lo, for HHUMBOLDT wius a nobleman whose fun-
iy dived within the atmosphere of the Berdin
Coontyand he tived to witoess the great revolu-
Connin literaturee, as well in Germany as in
Fowee and Boglind; he lived when Rots€eau
veed, (the same year of VoLTATRE’S death,) aud
st have remembered, from personnd obseryie-
tioe, that homage which even monarehs patd (at
a hatancee, itis truey) to the Contrat Soeinte, nnd
he outlived by sonme weeks DE TocQueviLLL, He
lived through the period of the American Revo-
Iution: was it t:onlvln{ml‘:u'f' of WasHINGTON and
Apays, and a friend of Jerrersox, Ie lived
through the Freneh Revolution and thoe age of
the classie orators of Britain, He hived througch
the Napoleonme eraaand the resuseftation of Pras-
siivand all Germany, He studied under Wenneg,
with whow mineralogy beging, and knew Hovy,
e knew LAPLACE, survived ARAGO aud Gatzs,
and worked with ENKE. ITe Hved with KanT, and
knew ScHELLING and HEGEL,  Ho knew GopTng
and read HEiNgE, He read GIBBON'S Deeline as a
work of a living author, and purased NEBCHR,
and later still praised PreEscorr, e grew up in
the P'rassian_ monarehy according to the type ot
FREDERICK the Great, and with the fresh remsiu-
iscences of the Seven Years” War, and loft it
chiauged marmy, school, government—in every-
thing, Hesaw the beginning of the Institate of
France, and lived to be considered by its asso-
clates as one of 1tg wost brilfiant ornaments at

ity most brilliant  period. Of his simplicity
but this, that althongh a courtier and a
wive  nobleman,  the  prejudices of  thoe

ninerous Gorman noblesse never taintod him
even in the least offensive form. Unmarried as
he was, there wero severad private houses In
Berlin in which he was always most welcome for
his meals, and the friends in theso houses were
ull citizens, not so-called noblemoen. Of his gen-
oral Hberality and justice, only this that with
b profound knowledge of races aund species he
always, opeuly and unconditionally, condemned
slivery. Of his keen sense of progress, only this,
be  took t(ho deepest interost in the pro-
jeeted ship-canal through the Isthmus  of
Durien, demanding constant information about
it from s trends in Ameriea,  Of his wsthetio
sense and instinets onty this, that in the concep-
tion ns well ag the exeeutlon ot his Cosmos, tho
clement of the beautiful s largely manifest, as 1t
wius i the Greek word itselt. Of the compre-
hensiveness of s head and heart only this, that
he took, like his brother WILLIAM, the decpost
inwerest i tbhe widest-spread commen sehool sys-
tem, and the loftiest university education; that
modern penology elicited his attention, and the
trial by jury arrested his observation and reflec-
tion. Of bis mein—thero it is—his brow of high
capacity and bis winmng lips. Groat names aro
a treasure of pations; ILUMBOLDYI'S name is o
portion of the treasure of our kind, and on o
spot like thig, with such a monument, lot us boe
thankful not only for the kindly fruits and the
lovely trees of the earth, but also, and more
warmly still, tor the kindly fruits and the lovely
blossuis of the mind. 1or the young who hear
me, I eonelude with HUMBOLDT'S own words, in
the last letter ho wrote before sotting sail tor
Bouth America: “Man must will the good and
the gread; the rest comes as deerced.”  For all,
i coaciude with those words of PERICLES, with
whicl, on an occasion not dissimilar, I began my
address s “The whole earth 18 the mwoenument of
itustious men.”

The chorus * Jubilant Rises Crealion,” by
MoHR, was then given by {he societies, with
orchestral accompamiment, after which Profes-
sor R, OGDEN DOREMUS proceeded to address the
asscinblage,

SPEECIL OF PROFESSOR DOREMUS.

Professor Doxemus commenced hy aluding to
the honors that were bestowed on the rewains of
the great NArOLEON by the Freuch people, afte
their transfer to France from the island of his
fimprisoument. NAPOLEON roceived the homago
of a nation ; ZUMBOLDT receives that of a world,
Even creation rises jubilant, as has just been so

harmoniously expressed, to do him honor. The
Professor then alluded to the wonders of nature,
which have been revealed by means of the teles-
cope, the microscope and the spoctroscope, un-
folding to us the Supreme Intelligence controlling

the universe in  all it8 vastness. Among
those who rauk the highest as search-
ers into these great arcana, uone rises

guperior in fame to IIUMBOLDT. The speak-
cr gave o résumé of the principal points in tho
Cosmos, as showing lLow expansive was the
mind and how searching werc the investigations
of the great philosopher, whose birth was to-day
being so widely celebrated. In clusing, he rec-
ommended the student, as ho passed by this
statue and beheld the mute yet eloquent lips of
the admirablo representation of the renowned
philosopher, 10 taite courage in the prosecution
of their mental Inbors, and determine to acquire,
as far as possible, a knowledge of the sciences, an
acquaintance with which has mudoe tho grent
Gorman 8o famous,

The grand chorus  Dies i3t der Tag des Herrn,”
(This is the Lord’s Own Day) was then given
by the united singing 8societies, atter which
Prosident DETMOLD declared the cercmonics
ended, and the vast assemblago dispersed.

e
The Torchlight BPProcession,

The torehlight procession in the evening
was a most itmposing afiar, 16 wus estimaivd
that upward of 15,600 persous, represeht-
ine almaoat avarv hranch of adostrv and

art, joined in tho Mlno. There were sing-
ing societies, Turnecrs, oigar manufacturers,
machinists, clothing-cutters, and a score of other
socioties and Unions. Various appropriate de-
vices were borne along by tho processtonists,
who marched to the most delightful musio ot the
bands. The route, commencing at the Germania
Agsombly Rooms, lay through the Bowery
to Grand, to Broadway, to Fourteeuth-
street, around Union-equare, through
Teuth-strecot to Avenue A, to Iouston-street to
tho Bowery. At tho last-named point & huge
bontire was kindled, made up of the torches, and
songs wore sung, atter which the multitude dis-
persed, The processiomsts were warmly greet-
od a8 they passed through the streets, the people
chcering them lustily.
——
Banquet in the Evening.

The festivities closed with a grand ban-
quot in the cvening at the new Liederkranz ITall,
in Fourth-street, The Hall was tastefully deco-
rated, both outside and inside, with German and
American flags. Four tables, extending the en-
tire length of the hall, furnished covers for
250 guests and over, one table heing reserved
for gentlemen accompanied by ladies, of whom
forty or fifty graced the banquet with their pros-
ence. At the upper end of the ball hung an ex-
ceodingly life-like portrait of IlumBorvr, by
BCHRADER, representing the great naturalist
secated on o rock on the summit of tho Andes,
survoying the panorama of mountain sconery
around and beneath him, Excellont music was
furnished by ANSCHUTZ orchestra.,

Mr, C. E. DELMOLD presided at the table, and
on his right hand was scated Baron Gerolt,
Ambassador of the North German Confed-
eratlon; Dr. Francis Lieber, Dr. Kocrner,
Mr. Klamroth, Professor Doremus, Mr.
Auforman and Mr., Torrey; and on his
left Mr. BStebbins, Viscount de Loosoy, Mr.
Kuhner, General Butterfleld, Mr. Havemeyer,
Mr, Rosiring and Rov. Dr. Thompson. At the
opening of the feast, a poem written for the oc-
casion by EMIL RITTERIAUS, was rocited with
good effect by the colebrated Gorman trage-

dienne, FANNY JANAUSCHEK, The following
tonsts were then announced by the Chairman, at
intervals hotween the service of the difforont
courses, each course being intorlarded with a
speech to help digestion—a truly German and
altogsther novel way of conducting w publie
banquet :

1st, ** Humboldt;’” responded to by F. Karp.
2d. * Deutschland ;* response by Baron GERoLT,
Ambassador of the North German Confedora-

tion. 3d. *The United Statos;” response hy
Rov. Dr. TinoMpsoN. 4th.  *“ New-York;”
response by Dr. EKwsare. 5th, * Tho
Common_ Brotherhood of Nations — Sei-

cnee makea them one;” response by SIMON
8TERN, 6th. “ German and Amerfcan Science;”
response by Dr. I KNarp,  7th. * Bonpland et
Arago, les amis de Humboldt;” rvesponse by
Professor CHALLIER, 6th. “Dic Preeso;” re-
gponse by CHARLES A.DANA, 9th. *“ Tne Comn-
missioners of Central Park.” 10th, * The Ladics,”

Mr. Karr, in responding to the first toast,
called attention to the fuct that the birth of
HUuMBOLDT oceurred on thoe samo day as that of
tho first NAroLEON; but while the eentomal
birthday of NaroLEoN received no notice outsido
of the Freneh Ympire, that of HUMBOLDT was
celebrated by all tho brotherhood of Christian
nations throughout the civitized world.

Dr. THOMI'SON, in response to the third toast,
regretted that Judge DALY, the President of the
Geographical Boelety, which he ropresented on
this oceasion, wns unavoidably absent, and
paid a high compliment to the Judge as one
of the few men who, 1n the present corrupt
age preserved the purlty, the integrity, the
learning, the abitity and the honor of the Ameri-
can Judicinry. He complimented the Geriang
of New-York for the oxample they had set to
Americans of the true way of commemorating
the birthday anniversary of their great men,

Mr. STERN spoke cloquently of the community
of interest, and the brotherhood of the different
nations of the carth, and prophecied that thoe
duy was not far distunt when the barriers that
now obstructod the free commeree of the world
wonld be removed, and such things as custow-
hauses would e unknown,

The other toasts were {ittingly responded to,
aid it was past 1 o'cloek betore the banqueters
dispersed,

——ll— e
Leiter from Majyor Biall,
The following letter wos written to the
Cotnnitice by Mayor [T
Muvor'> orvc, NEw-YoRrg, Sfept. 13, 1869,
To Adrt Klauraii, No. 64 St Marlls-plice, See-
redary livmboldt Festieal Ereewlive Comnddtlee?

My DEAR S [mueh regret my mability to
partleipate in the Humboldt ecelebhration. ™ Al-
though conaclous that for me to attompt culogy
of Husmtorpt would be like casting a pebblo
toward the base of o pyramul, I beg to transmit
theso banquet sontunents: “ FRuEpERICK HEIN-
HICH ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT.” Ten yoears
have passed away sineo tho very greatest
men  of the ourth  assisted In entowmbing
his mortal remains, but thros years havo served
to evidenee how impossible it was for such an
Incomparable man to he elassed among the dead.
Throughout all these yoars hotanists, chemists,
geogruphers, geologisty, metoorologiats, miners,
navigators and prturalists have been foreed
umong their researches after truth to mako ac-
quuiantance with the comprehensive HumnorLpr,
Upon this his centenuial birtidday, HUMBOLDT'S
demonstration of the unity in design which pre-
viils wmid  the varicety 03 nature’s works i8 not
wore apparent than s tho unity with which all
nations vio 1 demonstrating reverence for hits
nanes HUMBOLDT wWas veritably the Alexander
who could hive vainly sighed after another Kos-
mos to conguer,

Axsuring you of my regard and respeet, permit
me to remaldn your obliged and tafthful servaut,

A, OAKEY HALL,

IN LOSWON,
e
Exercikes in Music flall-"T'her Audience—
The Musie— Address ot Erofessor
Agansez,
spec.al Dispatch to the New-York Times.

BosTox, Sept. 14.—The one hundredth an-
niversary of the birth of ALEXANDER VON HLUM-
BoLbT  has been worthily celobrated in
Boston to-day. Of the three distinet cel-
cbrations, that which took place this af-
ternoon at the Music Iall, under the auspices
of the Boclety of Natural History was most in
harmony with the spirit of tho occasion. Its
central feature, Professor Acassiz’s address,
was a noble production, grand and simple like
the genius and character of the great naturalist
it so Afittingly eulogized. The audienco
assemblod to hear it represented the best cuiture
of New-England, and included Governor Claflin,
Henry W. Longfollow, James Russcll Lowell,
Oliver Wendell Holmes, Senator Sumner,
Colonel F. W. Higginson, Dr. Jefferles Wy-
man, Senator Wilson, and many others,
almost equally distinguished The exer-
cises began with a preludeon the organ,
which was followed by a splendid rendering
of LACHUEN'S *“ITymn to Music” by the com-
bined German socicties of the City; and next
came a short prayer by Rev. JAMES WALKER, D.
D,, followed by MOzZART'S ““ Magic Flute,” from
the orchestra, and then Professor LOUIS AGASSIZ
delivered the following address.

ADDRESS BY PROFPESSOR AGASSIZ.

Mi. PRESIDENT, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: T
am invited to an unwonted task. Thus farl
have appeared before tho public ouly as w teach-
or of natural history., To-day, for the first time
in my life, I leave a fleld in whieh I am ot home,
to take upon myself the dutlies of a biographor.
If I succeed at all, it will be because
I so loved and honored the man whose
memory brings us together. ALEXANDER
voN HOMBOLDT was borm I1n  Berlin
in 1769—one hundred years ago this daf’—m that
fertile year which gave birth to Napoleon, Wel-
lington, Canmng, Cuvier, Walter Scott, Chateau-
briand, and o many other remarkablio men. All
America was then the property of European
monarchs. The first throb of the American
Revolution had not yet disturded the rela-
tions of the mother country and ler colomes.
Spain held Florida, Mexico, and the greater
part of South Am_m'fcu; France owned Louisi-
ana ; and all Brazil was tributary to Portugal.
What stupendous changes have taken place
smce that time in the political’ world! Divine
right of possession was tho recognized law on
which Fovornmeum wore based. A mighty Re-
publichas since been born, the fnndamoental
winciplo of which is self-government. Progress
}n the intcllectual world, the world of thought,
has ~ kent pace with the advance — of
civil liberly ; reference to authority has been
supersedea by free inquiry; and HUMBOLDT was
oune of the great leaders in this onward move-
ment. He has bravely fought the battle for in-
dopendence of thought against tho tyranny of
authority. Nowman impressed his century iniel-
Icctually more powerfutly, perhaps uno man so
powerfully as he. Therefore he 18 so dear to
the Germans, with whom many nations unite to
do iim honor to-day. Noris it alone becuuse of
wha! he lLas done for science, or for any one
depautment of research, that we teel gratetul to
him, but rather becduse of that breadih and
comprohiensiveness of knowledgs which lifts
whose communitics to higher tovels of culture,
and lmpresses itselt ufion tho unlearned as
wall aa unan  stdents and  scholars.  To
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what degree we Americans are indebted to
him, no onc knows who {8 not familinr with
tho Instory of learning and education in the
last century, All the fundamental facts of pop-
ular education in physical science, beyond the
merest elementary mstruction, we owe to him.,
We are reaping daity in every school, throuﬁh-
out this broad land, where education is the
heritage even of the poorest child, the intel-
lectual harvest sown by him, See this map of
the United Statos;—all itsimportant features are
based upon his investigations; for he first recog-
nized the great relations of the eartl’s {l)hys-
ical features, the laws of climate on which the
wholo systom of igothermal lines 18 based, the
relative height of mountain chaing and table-
lands, the digtribution of vegeotation on the whole
earth, There 18 not a text-book of goography
or a school atlas in the hands of our children
to-day, whioch does not bear, however blurred
and defaced, the impress of his great mind,
But for him our geographies would be mere
enumerations of localitics and statistics, He
first suggested the graphic methods of repre-
sceuting natural phenomend whieh are now uni-
versally adopted. The first geological sections,
the first sections across an c¢ntire continent,
the first averages of climate illustrated Dby
lines, were his, Every school-boy is famihar
with his methods now, but he does not know
thnt HumpoLpbr is his teacher, 'The fertil-
izing power of a great mind is wonderful;
but as we travel turther from the source,it 18
hidden from us by the very abundance aud pro-
ductiveness it has caused. How few of us re-
member that the tidal lines, the present
mode of registering magnetic phenomena
and thoe action of oceanic currents, arc but
the application of HUMBOLLT'S resoarches,
and of his graphic mode of recording them,
This great man was & feeble child, and had
less facility in his studies than most children,
For this reason his early education was intrusted
to privato teachers, his parcnts being wealthy,
and of aclass whose means and position com-
mand the advantages denied to so many, It is
worthy of note that when he was a little fel-
low not more than 7 ycars old, his tcacher
was CAMPE, author of the German Robinson
Crusoe. We can fancy how he amused the boy
with the ever-tresh story of Crusoe on his des-
ert, island, and inspired him even at that earl

ago with the passionate love of travel and ad-
venture which was to bear such truit in later
years. Neither should we omit, in recalling
memories of his childhood, his tender relation to
hig older brother WILLIAM., These two brothers
went together to the University of Frankfort,
and after two years at Frankfort,went to Gottin-
gon, whero they passed tho two following {cars.
Leaving the University at the age of 21, he bo-
an to makae gerious preparations for the great
fnurneys toward which all his hopes tended.
Iis first jowrney was important rather for the
circumstances under which it was made than for
any local interest. He weut to the Rbine with
GEORGE IFORSTER, who had accompanied Cook
in hig second journey round the world, HuM-
BOLDT was too ardent and too Independent
to he a laggard in the great public ques-
tions of the day. Me also beliovod, like
ForsTER, In the Republic of France, and
in the dawn of civil liborty for Iurope,
At that time the great war was waging between
the Neptunists and Plutonists, that is, between
the two great schools in Geology, one attributing
the rocks to fire us thoe great constructive agent,
the other asserting that all rocks were
the result of wuter deposits. Hiy  interest
in tho subjeet carried him to Fretherg, whore
he studied Geology with WERNEK, and whero
he mede acquaintance with LEOroLD VON BUcH.
All tho whilo he brooded over his schemes of
travel, 1lis desires turned especially toward
India. e wished to vwvisit the East,
and reaching India by way of Egypt, Syria
and Persia, to cross the Pucitle and return
to Europe through America. In this he was
foiled. Eurape was in a blize; hetween con-
tending armies thero was little room for peaco-
ful travel and investigution., Ife went to Paris
with the hopo of Joining BAUDIN'S contemplated
expedition to Australia. In this he was again
butlled.  His next hope was Spain.  Here he was
successful. He not only reccived permission to
visit the colonies, but special facilities for his in-
vestigations were  offered him,  Nearly ten
years  had  passed  in maturing his plaus,
preparing himeelf  for their  execution and
obtaining the means of carrying them out. He
wias ubout 30 years of age when he sailed from
the harbor of Corunna, runuing out in a dark
and stormy night, and 8o ¢vading the English
cruisers which then blockaded the Spanish coast.
At the first step of  the jouruey, namely,
his pause at the Cavary Islauds and sascension
of the Peak of Teneritte, he has left us a
sraphic picture of tho place, of its voleanic
phenomena, its geological * character, and
the dixtribution of its vegetation, in whiceh are
foreshadowed all his lntor geoeralizations, Box-
PLAND aceotnpanicd i in his journey to South
Anerica; and when HUMBOLDT was engaged so
cexclusively in physical  experimenty as to
prevent b from joimng  the  botauieal
researches,  they  were  nevertheless not
interrupted,  for  BoNPLAND  was  unre-
mittiug in tho stidy of plants und 1n making col-
leetions, - After mouths thus spent in the neigh-
borhood of the coast, HUMBOLDT crossed the
Lianos, the great pluis which divide the basin
of the Orinoeo from tho seashore. Here again
every step of his journey 1s warked by original
reseirch. He has turned those desert plains into
cuchanted land by the power of his thought,
and left us deseriptions as fascinating from
their beawry as they are valuable tor their
novelty  and  preeision, Hud it not  been
for the illiberality of the Portugnese
Governwent, he would probably have gone
down the Rlo Negro  to tue  Amazons.
He was, howeover, tirued back from the mighty
river by g prohibition which made it danger-
ous 10 procecd turther on pain of jmprisonment
and the possible renuncintion of ull nis eher-
ished plaus, Wuouew, in my lato exploration of
the Amazoman Vailoy, T rcead his narrative
agam, on the spot, I could not but coutrast
the cordiai hiberality which smoothea every
difliculty in my path with the dangers, obsia-
cles and suflering  which beset his. I ap-
proached, however, so near the geenc of his la-
Jora that | was constantly able to eompare my
Tesults with his, and to vecognize the extent of
his knowledge and the compichensiveness of his
views, even whiere the progress of scicnce led to
a ditferent interpretation of the facts. I omit all
notice of his visit to Cuba, and his journey
through Mexico. HUMBOLD 'S is the flrst general
map of Mexico and Cuba, based upon astronowmi-
cal observations.

The next great stage of the American journey
is along tho ridge of the Andes, We follow hfin
with his train of mules, bearing the most
delicate  instruments, through the  puasses
of the great chain., Mceasuring the uoun-
taing—sounding the _valleys as he went—
tracing  tho  distribution  of vegetation
on slopes 20,000 feet Mmgh—oxamining cx-
tinet and active voleanoes, colleeting and draw-
ing animals and plunts. Many of these ascen-
sions were attended with finite danger and
difticulty. He climbed the Clmborazo to a
height of 18,000 feet at o time when no other man
had ever ascended so far above the level of the
sed, and was ounly prevented from reach-
mg the swmwit by an impassable chasm,
in  which he nearly lost lis life.
Returning from the Audes, ITuMBoLbT skirted
the Pacitic from Truxillo to Acapulco, and
paused in Mexico again, From Mexico he went
to Havana, and from Havaua sailed for Phila-
delphia., Ie was cordinlly reccived by JEFFER-
S8ON ou his visit to Washigton, and warmly wel-
comed by scientific mon in Philadelphia. But
he made no important researches in the United
States, and sailed for Europe soon after his arriv-
al. 1o returned to P’aris in 1804, having beon tive
years absent from Europe. It wasa brilhant pe-
riod in scicuee, letters and polies in the groat
capital. Theyoung traveler, bringingintellectnal
and material treasures even to men who had
grown old in research, was welcomed by all, and
1 this great centre of social and intellectual life
ho made his home for the most part, from 1805
to 1807. Ho devoted himselt to the publication
of his results, and sccured as his colluborators
in this work the ablest men of the day.
While of course superintending more or less
all the_publications, UMBOLLT himself was
engaged “ospecinlly with those upon physical
geography, meteorology and  zbology.” His
investigations into the history of the discovery
of Americn have aspecial interest for us. We
learn fromn him that the name of our continent
was first iniroduced into the learned world by
WALTZEEMULLER, & German professor, settled at
St. Didié, in Lorraine—Hylacomylus, us he
calied himself, at a time when seliolars
were wont to trauslate their names iuto
the dead Ilanguages and thought it more
dignificd to appear under a Greek or Latin
garb.  This cesmographer published the first
map of the New World, with an account of the
Journeys of AMegicus VEspucer, whose name ho
aflixed to the lands receutly discovered, Hpy-
BoOLDT shows us also that CoLuxsrs’ discovery
was no accident, but grow naturally out of the
speculations of the time, themselves the echo of
a far-off dream, which he foliows back into the
dimuess of Grecian antiguity, We recognize
again here the characteristic features of Hum-
BULDT's mingd, in bis constant endeavor to traco
discoveries through all the stages of their pro-
gress.  Although he made lis headquarters in
Paris, it became necessary for HuMBoLDT, during
the prepavation of 8o many extensive works, to
undertake journeysin various parts of Lurope.
It was during one of his firs{ visits to Berl 1,
where he went to consult about the organization
of the University with his brotuer WiLLIAM, then
Minister of State in Prussia, that he published
thoseo fzgsciuanng Views of Nature, in which
Le has given pictures of the tropies a8 vivid and
as exciting t the imagination as if they lived on
tho canvas  of sume great arust.  Tho
question naturally arises, Who provided for
the exponses of these exicnsive literary under
takings? HUMBOLDT himselt, No one knows
exacuy what he has spent iu the publication of
his works. Some approuch to an estimate wmay,
however, be made by computing the
cost of printing, paper and eugraving,
which  eannot nave amounted To  less
thian_ 250,000, No doubt the sale indem-
uitled him 1 some degree. but all know that such

publications do not pay. The price of a single
copy of the complete work on America is $2,000—
double that of the great national work pub-
lished by Franco upon Egypt, for the publica-
tion of which the Government spent about
£800,000. Of course very fow coples can
be sold of a work of this magni-
tude. But from his youth upward HoMBOLDT
spent his privato means lberally, not only for
t{le carrying out and subsequent publication of
his own ecientific undertakings, but to forward
the work of younger and })oorer mon. In his
old age ho lived upon a small pension granted to
him by the King of Prussia. He was the friend
of artists, no less than of secientific and literary
men. His desire to make bis illustrations worthy
of tho great objoets they were to represent
brought him into constant snd intimate relation
with the draughtsmen and painters of his day.
Even Davip did not think it below his dignity
to draw an allegoric title-page for the great
work, He valued equally the socicty of iutelli-
gent and cultivated women, such as Mme. DE
BTAEL, Mme., RECAMIER, RAHEL, BETTINA and
many otherslessknown to fame. o was intimate
with statcsmen, politicians and men of the world,
The familiarity of HuMBoLDT with the natural
resources of the countries he had visited,—with
their mineral products and precious metals—
made his opinion valuable, not only infmatters of
commerce, but important to the Governments of
Lurope ; and after the colonies of South Amerien
had achieved theirindependence, the allicd Pov-
ers of Europo invited himn to make a report upon
the pohtical condition of the new republies.
In 1822 he attended the Congress of Verona,
and visited the south of Italy with the King of
Prussia, Thus his life was associated with the
pohtical growth and independence of the New
World, as it was intimately ailied with the litera-
ry, scientific and artistic interests of the Old.
The philosophical geography of our days is based
upon HuMBOLDT'8 investigations. He is, indeed,
the founder of comparative geu;i')mph{i that all-
embracing science of our globe. is corre-
spondence with BERGMAUS testifies his intense
interest in the progress of geographical knowl-
edge. To HuMBoLDT this world of ours is, in-
deed, not only the abodo of man—it is a
growth in the history of the universe, shaped
according to laws, by a long process of succes-
sive changes, whichh have resulted in its present
configuration with its mutually dependent fea-
tures. Thoe work upon the position of rocks in
the two homispheres tells the history of that
growth as it could be told in 1823, and is of
course full of gross anachronisms; but at the
samo time it exuibits the wonderful power of
generalhization and combination which HuM-
BOLDT possessed—as for instance where he says
in few beautiful words, fortile in consequences
not yet fully appreciated by the naturalists of
our days: “When we examine the solid
mass of our planet, we perceive that
1o simple minerals are found in associa-
tions which are everywhere the same, and
that the rocks do wunot vary as organized
beings do, according to the differences of lati-
tude or the isothermal lines under which they
occur;” thug contrasting in one single phrase
the whole organic world with the inorganic in
their essential character. In practical geolo
we owe to him the flrst recognition of the
Juragsic formation. It washe also who intro-
duced into our science those happy expressions,
“ geological horizon” and *“ independence of geo-
logical formations.” Ile also paved the way for
ELIE DE BEAUMONT'S detormination of the rela-
tive age of mountain chains by his discussion
upon the direction of stratificd rocks and by the
parallels ho draws hetween the age of plutonie
and sedimentary formations.

The last period of his life was spent in Ber-
Iin, and while there to the end of his long and
laborious carcer he was cngaged with the pub-
lication of his Cosmos, and alsom editing the
groat work, on the Kavi language, left by his
brother WiLLIAM, who died in 1835, Besides theso
important undertakings le was unceasingly
engaged in fostering magnetic observations and
the cstablishinent of magnetio observatories.
He likowise felt a lively interest in the proposed
inter-oceanie eanal between the Atlantie and Pa-
cifie Oveans, the lines for which he had carcfully
cousidered in earlier years. Surrounded by lov-
ing and admiring  friends, covered ~wiih
honors and distinctions, these days were
rich in peaceful enjoyment. One of the
most  prominent features of HUMBOLDI'S
mind, a8 philosopher and student of
nature, consists in the keenness with which ho
perecives the most remote relations of the
phenomona under consideration, and the feheity
with which he combines his facts 80 as to draw
the most comprehensive pictures. This faculty
is more particularly exhibited in the Cosmos,
the crowning effort of his mature life. With
a grasp transcending the most profound gen-
cralizations of the philosophers of ali ages
he draws at first in broad outlines a sketeh of the
whole universe.  With an eye sharpened by the
most improved instruments of the Observatory,
and exalted by the experience of allhis prede-

cessors, he penetrates into the remotest
reeesses of space, to seek for the faint-
est ray of light that may furnish any

information concerning the expanse of the heav-
enly vanlt and the age of the celestial bodies.
He thus makes tho rapidity with which light
ix propaguated, a measure of the distance which
separates the visible parts of the whole sys
tem from omne another, as well a8 a means of
approximately cstimating the duration of their
existeuce. He next counsiders the various ap-
pearances of the celestial bodies, the different
kinds of nebula, their form and relatiouns to
one another and tu the so-called fixed stars:
describes in graphie and fascinating languago
the landscape-like loveliness of their combina-
tions in the milky way and the various con-
stellations; discusses tho nature of the double
stars, and, granually approaching our own sys-
tem by a comparison of oursun to other suns,
rises, by o_sublime effort of the imagination, to
a coneeption of the form of their united sys-
tems In space. In the deseription of our solar
system one might have expected an exposition
sitilar to the methods adopted by astronomers ;
bt the objeet of our great physielst is not to
write a synopsis of astronomy. Ho plunges
without heegitation into the carliest history of
the formation of our carth, the hetter to iilus-
trate the relations to one another of the sun and
the planets with their satellites, the comets, and
the hosts of metcors of all kinds which come
flashing, like Inwinous showers, through the at-

mosplicre, Our  globe i8 reviewed in its
turn.  Everything 18 represented in its
true  placo  and  relation to the whole.

In 1827, at tho urgent solicatation of lis brother,
HuMporpr transferred his residence from Paris
to Berlin, With this step there opens a new
phase in his life, Conducting his researches as a
private individual, if he appeared before
the public at all, 1t was only mn
reading his papers to learned aeademics.
Now he began to lecture in the University,
1u the midst of his lectures there eame to him an
invitation from the Russian Government to
visit the Russian provinces of Asia. Nothing
could be more gratifying to a scientific man than
the terms in which this proposition was made.
This second great journcy of HUMBOLDT is con-
nected with 2 hope and disappointient of my
own. I wasthen astudent 1n Munieh. Almost
every name on the list of professors was also
prominent in some department of science or lit-
erature, and they were 1not only our
teachers, but our friends. When we met
for conversation or to give lectures among
ourselves, as wo constantly did, our pro-
fessors were often among our listeners,
checring and stimulating us in all our eftorts
after independent research. My room was our
meoting-place—bedroom, study, museum, libra-
ry, lecture-room, fencing-room—all in one. Stu-
dents and Professors used to call it the litile
Acndemy, Here ScHIMPER and Bracy for
the first time discussed the laws of phylio-
taxis, that marvellous rhythmieal arrange-
ment of the leaves in plants which our great
mothematician in Cambridge has found to agreo
with the periods of the rotation of our planets.
Buch associations, of course, made us aequainted
with everything of importance which was going
on in the scientific world. The preparations of
HuMBoLrpr for his Asiatic .]uumey excited our
doepest interest, and I was filied with a passion-
ate desire to accompany the expedition as an as-
sistant. General LA HARPE, then residingat Lau-
sanne,who had been the preceptor of both the Em-
perors ALEAANDER and N1cHoLAS of Russia, and
who knew HUMBOLDT personally, was a friend of
my family, and he wrote to HUMBOLDLT in my be-
balf, asking that I might join the expedition as
an asgistant, But it was not to be. The prepa-
rations for the journey were already made, and
EHxeNperG and GUSTAY ROSE, then Professors
at the Berlin University, were to be lustraveling
companijons. I should not mention the iucidqnt
liere, but that, slight as it was, it marks the begin-
ning of my personal relation with HUMBOLDT.
On revisiting Paris in 1830 a flerce discussion wus
carried on before the Academy as well as in pub-
lic lectures, GOETHE had declared the unity of
structure in the hony frame of all the Vertebra-
tes, and had laid the foundation of the morphol-
ogy of plants. Those new views had awakened the
interests and passions sf the whole world of sci-
ence to a degme hitherto unknown in her peace-
ful halls, CUVIER, strange to say, had taken

ground in opposition to GOETHE'S view
upon the  Vertebrate type. He was
then giving a course of lectures in the
College de France. HUMBOLDT sattended

these lectures regularly, and I had frequently
the pleasure of sitting by his side and being
the recipient of his passing criticism. Seeing
more clearly than CUVIER himself the
logioc of his investigations, ip whispered
comments during the lectures, he constantly de-
clared that whatever deflciencies the doetrine of
unity might still contain, it must be essentially
true, and CUVIER ought to bo it8 expounder {i-
stead of its opgonent. CUVIER'S own researches
have helped to prove, in his own despite, the
truth of the doctrine he so bitterly opposed.
The llfe which HUMBOLDT now led was less
exclusively that or a student than it had
been during bis forwer Pnris life. Mo
was the Ambassador of a foreign Court.
He had at this time two rosidenzes jn Paris; hig
lodging at the Iotel des Princes, and his work-

ing-room 1n the Ruo de la Harpe, whero
he received his scientifie  frionds. iy i3
with the latier place I agsuciate  hiwg,
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There he gave me leave to coma
to talk with him about my work and consult h me
in my difficulties. His sympathy for all you g
students of nature was one of the noblest truig
of his long life. At this period I was 24; he was 624
Occupied aud surrounded as ho was, he songht
me outin my own lodging. The first visithe piaid
me at my narrow quarters in the Quartier Latin,
whero I ocoupled o small room in the Hotel d@
Jardin Plantes, was charactaristic of the man,
After o cordial greeting, ho walked straight tal
what was thenmny library—s small bookshelf cons
talning a fow classics, the meanest editions
bought for a trifle along the quays, some worke
on philosophy and history, chemistry and
physics, his own Views of " Nature, Aristolle’s
Zoology, Linnwus' Systema Nature, in 8ev-
eral editions, Cuviers Régne  Anbnal, ard
quito & number of manuscript  coples
which, with the assistance of my broth=
er, I had made of werks I was too pood
to buy, though they cost but a few francs a vole
ume.  Most conspicuous of all were twelve vols
umes of tho new German Cvelopedia presented
to me by the publisher. I shall never forgety
after his look of mingled interest and surprise as
my little collection, his halt-surcastic question a3
he pouneed upon the great, Encrelopedia, * Wag
machen Sie demn mit dicser Eselbriike.” What
are you doing with this «ss's bridge /—the some~
what contewptuous name given in Gerwany
to similar compilations. I have not had,
time,” I said, ‘‘to stwly the original
sources of learning, and I need a prompt
and easy answer to a thousand guestions
I have us yet no other means of solving.'?
I shortlv afterward reccived an invitation to
meet him at 6 o’clock in the © Gallerie Vitréo” of
tho Palais Royal. When wo wore scated,

ho, half laughingly, half inquiringly ask-
ed mo whether I would order tho dine
ner, I declined the {fnvitation, saying thut

wo¢ ghonld fare Dbetter if he would tako
the trouble. Aund for three hours, which passed
like a dream, I had him all to myseclf. How he
examined me, and how much I learned in that
short time! How to work, what to do, and how
to avold; how to live; how to distribute my
time; what methods of study to pursuc—ihese
wero the things of which he talked to me ou that
delighttul evening.

tor glancing over the Asiatic journey, M.
AGasgiz continued: In speaking of his loter
days, I cannut omit seme allusion to a painful
fact connected with his residence at Berlin.
The publication of a private correspond-
ence betweoen VARNHAGEN VvON IENsg and
HumpoLbr has led to many unfriendly criti<
cisms upon the lutter. He has been blamed
for holding hiis place at court, while in private
he criticised and even satyrised severoly every-
thing connected with it. [t is not ecasy to
place oneself in the right point of view, witly
reference to these confldential letters. It muss
bo remembered that IfTUMIIOLDT was a republi-
can at heart. His most intimate friends fronw
FoORSTER, in his early youth, to ARAGO, in hisma-
ture years, were ardent Republicans. Ho shared
their enthusiasm for the estublishment of self-
govermnenb ar ong men. Aunauncedote preserved

0 us by LicpEr shows that he did mnot
conceal his sympathies, even before the King,
who honored hitn so highly. LIEBER, who wus
preseut at the conversation, gives the following
account of it: “The King of Prussia, HUM-
BOLDT and NIEBUHR were talking of the affairs,
of the day, and the latter spoke in no flatter-
ing terms of the political views and antecedents
of ARAGO, who, it is well kKuown, was a very
advanced republican of the Gallican school,
an uncompromising Frencelr democrat. FRED-
ERIC WILLIAM IIL simnuly abominated reoublie
canism; yet when NirBpriik bad fiuished, Hu-
BoLDT said, with a sweetuess which 1 vividly
remember:  ‘“8till this mounster is the dearess
friond I have in France. Cuau wao, thorefore, bo
surprised that, in his coutidential letters to o
sympathizing friend, he should nos refrain from
expressing s distike of the petty intrigues and
low sentnnents which he met among courtiers,
I received, myself, a letter from Iluwm-
BOLDT, written in the days when the re-
actionary movements were at their height in
Prussia, in which, m a strain of deep sad-
ness and despondence, he expresses uis regret at
the turn political affuirs had taken in Lurope,
and his disappointment at the failure of those
asgpirations tor treedom with which he had feit
the deepest spmpathy in his youth., Wo may
wish that this great man hud been wholiy con-
sistent,—that no shadow had rested upon the
loyalty of his character,—that he had not ac-
cepted the friendship aud atfection of a King
whose court he did not respeet and whoss
weaknesses he keenly felt, But let us remem-
ber that his offleial station thers gave him
the meuns of iuflucncing culture and eduecu-
tion in his native countiy, in i way which ho
could not otherwise have dono, and that in
this respeet ho mado tha noble~t use his hizh po-
sition. IIis sympathy with tie oppressed in
overy land was profoumi.  We =ee it in his
feeling for the aborgines iu Scut America—
in his abborrence of slavery. I belicve that
he would have experienced one of the puress
and deepest joys of lis lite bad he lived to hear
of the abolition of slivery in the United States,
His dishike of all subserviency and flattery,
whether toward himself or others, was alwiuys
openly expressed, and was unquestionably gen-
uine.

One word more beforo I close. T haveap-
peared before you as the revresentative of tho
Boston Natural History Socicty. It was their
proposition to ¢elebrate this memorable anmyern
sary. I feel grateful for their invitation, for
the honor ihey have done me. I feel still
more grateful for the gencerous impulse which
has prompted them to connect a IHHumboldt
scholarship as » memorial of this oceasion with
the Musoum of Comparative Zodlogy at Came
bridge. I trust this tuken of gouﬁ will may
only be another expression of that emulation
for progress winch I earuestly hope may for-
ever be the only rivalry between those kindred
institutions and their younger sistor in Salem.
Wo have all a great task to perform. It
should be our effort, as far as it lies in
our power, toraise the standard of culture of
our people, as HuMBOLDT has elovated that of
the world, May the comumunity at largo feel
with equal keenness the importance of each
step now taken for the expausion in every di-
rection of all the means of the highest eul-
ture, The physical suffering of bhumanity,
the wants of the poor, the craving of
the hungry and naked, appeal to the sympathy
of every one who has o buman heart. Bug
there are nceessities which only the destituto
student kuows; there is a hunger and thirst
which only the highest charity can understand
and relieve, awd on this solemn occasion let me
say that every dollar given tor higher education,
in whatever speeial departient ot knowledge, is
likely to have a greutor influenco upon the
future character of our nation than even tho
thousands aud hundreds of thousands and wmil-
lions which have alrcady been spent and are
daily speuding to raise the many to material
ease and comfort,

In the hope of this coming golden ago, tet us
rejoice togethor that ILUMBULDT'S nawe will bo
permanently connected with education and
learning in this country, with the prospects and
institutious of whichi ho feit 8o deep ana v aflee-
tionate a sywmpathy.

During the delivery of the address, which oo-
cupied nearly two hours, Professor AGASSIZ was
frequently applauded. Sclections from cminent
German composers for the orgun, the orchestra
and the Orpheus Glee Club coneluded the exer-
cises of the afternoon.

RECEPTION IN THE EVENING,

In the evenlug the City Governnient gave a
reeeption at Hordeultural Hail, at which all the
distinguished people gatherad m the eity wore
hospitabiy entertained.  Reve R, C. WATERSTON,
Chaiman of the Commitice of Arrangements,
presided. IIe appropriately welcomed the
representatives of the ditlerent literary and
sciontific societiecs who were present, and
congratulated every one on the commemo-
rative cclebration. He alluded in his remarks
to somio 1nieresting wementoes of HUMBOLDT,
which were exhilnted on the platform; one was
a palm branch that had rested on the naturalist
coflin, and was afterward presented to Professor
AcGassiz; another was @ portraut found in acon-
vent in Mexico, and there were several photo-
graphs from life and an autograph lotter from
HuMpoLDT to Mr. WriGliT. Colonel HIGGINSON,
Dr. HEpGE and R, W. EMERSON followed.

Rev. Mr. Youxng, Professor of Oriental Lan-
guages and Biblical Literature in Harvard Unt-
versity, next gave some interesting personal
reminiscences, gleaned from the memory of two
visits paid the uaturalist in 1853 and 1854, The
company then, at the invitation of Mayor SHURT
LEFF, adiourned to tho lower hall, where an ele-
gant collation was served, at the olose or which
Dr. OLIVER WENDALL IIOLMES read a poem,

A poem by Mrs. JULIA WARD HOWE and a let

ter from Mr. JOIIN G. WHITTIER were also read,
when the festivities were brought to a closo.

In the evening, Music IHall was about halt
filled with adwmirers of HUuMBOLDT, almost whol«
1y Germauns,

IN GERMANY.

Rumboldt Celebration in Berlin—Core
ner-8tone of a Monument Laid,
BrruiN, Sept. 14.—The centepnial anni-
versary of the birth of ALEXANDER VON Hux-
BOLDT was colebrated to-day, and waa mado the
occaslon of a national demonstration. Although
the woather was rainy, large numbers of citl
zens and great crowds of visitors took part
fn tho festivities. In tho wmorning there wat
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